
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to our Advent celebration! Each week, during Advent, we will be celebrating the lighting of the      
Advent candles. This first Sunday of Advent, we are celebrating the Hope candle. In the promise of Hope in 
our Lord’s coming, we are promised our salvation, we are promised eternal life, and we are promised a new 
world to come. 
 
Summer is coming. It might seem like a long ways off on a dreary December Sunday. It might feel even more 
far off on a dreary February day, but when you look for glimpses, you see them. There is promise in the calen-
dar and in the ways the trees change in late summer. There is promise in the sound of birds and in warmer 
breezes. But if we aren’t looking, we can miss them already happening in our midst. 

 
Jesus is coming too. We remember his first coming with joy, but we also look again to his second coming 
hopeful anticipation. A day that will be filled with justice and redemption. And we wait with heads held high, 
confident in Christ’s mercy and grace. We look ahead for the signs of that coming too, in the ways redemption 
is happening now. We look in hope at how lives are being restored, how lives are being made new, and the 
work that Christ is doing in our own hearts, and we know that the trees are budding around us and the day of 
the Lord has come and is still to come in beautiful and life-giving ways. We move forward in hope for all to be 
made new, even as things are already being made new. 
 

 

First Sunday of Advent December 2, 2018 
The Anticipation of HOPE 

Sunday Scripture Reading: Luke 21:25–36 

Prayer 
Dear God, there are a lot of places in our world that are sad and broken. We hope for a lot of things: for wars 
to end, for families to stop fighting, to see our loved ones who have died, and so much more. Today we re-
member that you are coming back to make all things right. We anticipate the hope of your return, and we look 
forward to the celebration of your birth, when you brought the world hope, love, and life. Amen. 
 

 

Advent Individual Reading Plan 

 First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 21:25–36  

  Additional Scriptures: Psalm 25:1–10; Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13  

 Monday, December 3, 2018 Scripture Reading: 2 Peter 3:1–18     

  Additional Scriptures: Numbers 17:1–11; Psalm 90 

 Tuesday, December 4, 2018 Scripture Reading: Revelation 22:12–16    

  Additional Scriptures: 2 Samuel 7:18–29; Psalm 90  

 Wednesday, December 5, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 11:29–32    

  Additional Scriptures: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24–31  

 Thursday, December 6, 2018 Scripture Reading: Malachi 3:5–12    

  Additional Scriptures: Luke 1:68–79; Philippians 1:12–18a  

 Friday, December 7, 2018 Scripture Reading: Philippians 1:18b–26    

  Additional Scriptures: Malachi 3:13–18; Luke 1:68–769  

 Saturday, December 8, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 9:1–6     

  Additional Scriptures: Malachi 4:1–6; Luke 1:68–79 


